A BRITISH architect has been enlisted
to oversee the development of cheap
and durable housing in Haiti, which was
devastatedby anearthquakein January.

The Haitian government, Support-
ed by Bill Clinton, the UN special
envoy, has launched an international
housing design competition and major
construction Expo in the capital Port-
au-Prince, with the hope of attracting
awide range of reconstruction profes-
slonals to address the loss of 200,000
homes, 1,500 schools and the needs of
more than one million people living in
temporary shelters.
~ John McAslan, the British architect,
hasworked closely with Leslie Voltaire,
Haiti's project director, to develop the
housing sector of the project. “The idea
of holding a post-disaster reconstruc-
tion Expois something quite new to hu-
manitarian relief efforts,” he said. “It's
never beendone in such a focused way.

~ “The Expo, and the design competi-
tion feeding ideasinto it, will bring ar-
chitects, engineers, contractors, envi-
ronmental consultants and NGOs to
Port-au-Prince in a highly coordinat-
ed way. They'll get directly involved
with government officials and local peo-
ple, and this will begin a dynamic
process not just of designing better
homes and new communities, but also
triggering a real sense of community
involvement and job-creation.”

M Clinton added: “A better future
means animproved infrastructure, bet-
ter homes and schools, cleaner ener-
gy,andimproved access to health care.
A better future especially means cre-
ating jobs and economic opportunity
for the people of Haiti, so they can
emerge from this devastationa stronger,
more secure nation that can stand on
its own two feet.” ,

© Mr McAslan, who became involved

via the Clinton Foundation, has made
4 central contribution to the develop-
ment of Haiti’s Building Back Better
Communities scheme. He has collab-
orated with the British engineering
firm Arup to kick-start the develop-
mentof cheap housing on behalf of the
Haitian government, producing bengh-
mark designs for rapidly buildable Zhd
environmentally responsive homes
¢osting only £3,000 each.

" The weork has been done on a pro.

bono basis, and Expo participants are
expected tocover their own costs, with
the potential of becoming involved in
internationally-funded projects once
the Haitian government finalisesitsre-
construction plans.

Malcolm Reading, the London-based
design competition organiser, added:
“The Expo will channel the many ad
hoe offers the government of Haitihave
received from the architectural and
construction community worldwide.
These fall broadly intotwo areas —new
design solutions, and prefab mass-hous-
ing solutions. It was felt that an Expo
that integrated both would be a great
way to bring together a series of po-
tential housing futures.”

He added: “The key point about the
Expo is that Haiti’s government, the
people of Haiti and NGOs can actual-
ly see and debate various alternative
approaches to getting the right hous-
ing and new community solutions to
meet a range of different urban and
social needs.”
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signed by different architects will be
occupied by about 150 families after
the end of the Expo; prefab designs will
also be prototyped.

The housing projects will be low-te ch
and feature extensive use of locally
available building materialsand labour.
Malcolm Reading said he expected up
to 30 architectural practices to take
part inthe housing design competition.

“The Expo will also attract mass-
housing specialists,” he said, “but we
very much hope they will work with
genuinely talented architects. It’'s not
just about putting roofs over people’s
heads, but about setting a new stan-
dard of living, I'mvery encouraged by
the fact that among the architects who
seem to want to get involved are real
innovators such as the Haitian archi-
tect Rodney Leon and the American
practice, Duany Plater-Zyberk.”
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